
By Devin Settle (by-author-400-1.html) May. 23, 2016

Marvelous Strength and Poetic
Expressiveness in Li Chiao-Ping’s Fluid
Measure

(http://clicking.wehaaserver.com/?
keyplane=WErxHwAOC6agXWsx1YC7PJv5ZDawCAMquS%2B8hO%2F8HJITYb%2BUTDi4OYhTqA165Ay3PBh7%2FpdVoKtI63mfYAKs5qfyEWf2kjr6xuPlDK27zHs%3D)

NEWS (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/NEWS)

DINING (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/DINING)

MUSIC (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/MUSIC)

AROUND MKE (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/BLOGS-1-1-1-36.HTML)

A&E (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/FLEX-35-AE.HTML)

SPORTS (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/ARTICLES.SEC-463-1-SPORTS.HTML)

FILM (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM//FLEX-36-FILM.HTML)

SHOP (HTTPS://THESHEPSTORE.KOSTIZI.COM/)

EVENTS (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/EVENTS)

 Performing Arts Weekly (http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-474-1-performing-arts-weekly.html)

• Theater (http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-27-1-theater.html)  • Feature (http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-330-1-ae-feature.html)

• Curtains (http://shepherdexpress.com/blogs-1-1-1-10.html)  • Art Review (http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-342-1-art-critic-review.html)

• Classical Music & Dance (http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-30-1-classical-music-and-dance.html)

• Books (http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-29-1-books.html)

 

(http://www.facebook.com/ShepherdExpress)

 

(https://twitter.com/shepherdexpress)

 

(http://instagram.com/shepherdexpress)

 

(http://shepherdexpress.com/)

NEWS (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/NEWS) DINING (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/DINING)

MUSIC (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/MUSIC)

AROUND MKE (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/BLOGS-1-1-1-36.HTML)

A&E (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/FLEX-35-AE.HTML)

SPORTS (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/ARTICLES.SEC-463-1-SPORTS.HTML)

FILM (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM//FLEX-36-FILM.HTML) SHOP (HTTPS://THESHEPSTORE.KOSTIZI.COM/)

EVENTS (HTTP://SHEPHERDEXPRESS.COM/EVENTS)

http://shepherdexpress.com/by-author-400-1.html
http://clicking.wehaaserver.com/?keyplane=WErxHwAOC6agXWsx1YC7PJv5ZDawCAMquS%2B8hO%2F8HJITYb%2BUTDi4OYhTqA165Ay3PBh7%2FpdVoKtI63mfYAKs5qfyEWf2kjr6xuPlDK27zHs%3D
http://shepherdexpress.com/news
http://shepherdexpress.com/dining
http://shepherdexpress.com/music
http://shepherdexpress.com/blogs-1-1-1-36.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/flex-35-ae.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-463-1-sports.html
http://shepherdexpress.com//flex-36-film.html
https://theshepstore.kostizi.com/
http://shepherdexpress.com/events
http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-474-1-performing-arts-weekly.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-27-1-theater.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-330-1-ae-feature.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/blogs-1-1-1-10.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-342-1-art-critic-review.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-30-1-classical-music-and-dance.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-29-1-books.html
http://www.facebook.com/ShepherdExpress
https://twitter.com/shepherdexpress
http://instagram.com/shepherdexpress
http://shepherdexpress.com/
http://shepherdexpress.com/news
http://shepherdexpress.com/dining
http://shepherdexpress.com/music
http://shepherdexpress.com/blogs-1-1-1-36.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/flex-35-ae.html
http://shepherdexpress.com/articles.sec-463-1-sports.html
http://shepherdexpress.com//flex-36-film.html
https://theshepstore.kostizi.com/
http://shepherdexpress.com/events


ALSO FROM DEVIN SETTLE

‘Act III’ from Milwaukee’s SueMo Dancer Company
(http://shepherdexpress.com/article-28268-
%25E2%2580%2598act-iii%25E2%2580%2599-from-
milwaukee%25E2%2580%2599s-suemo-dancer-company.html)

DanceLAB Returns with‘Ignite’
(http://shepherdexpress.com/article-28252-dancelab-returns-
with%25E2%2580%2598ignite%25E2%2580%2599.html)

Artists Helping Artists Create
(http://shepherdexpress.com/article-28219-artists-helping-
artists-create.html)

Jason Powell’s ‘The Quest’ Sets a New Standard
(http://shepherdexpress.com/article-27827-jason-
powell%25E2%2580%2599s-%25E2%2580%2598the-
quest%25E2%2580%2599-sets-a-new-standard.html)

New Dance in New Performance Space
(http://shepherdexpress.com/article-27750-new-dance-in-new-
performance-space.html)

UWM’s ‘Springdances’ at Kenilworth 620
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This past weekend, Milwaukee’s Danceworks hosted Li Chiao-Ping Dance, a Madison-based modern contemporary dance company,

presenting Fluid Measure, an evening-length concert with professional and community dancers.

The first work of the night, “Mandala”, was a re-set solo from 1999. Drums pounded with driving acceleration as dancer Emily Janik

performed. As the music rose and fell in dynamics, Janik’s performance remained relatively even and I couldn’t help but feel that her energy

did not quite match the intensity of the music. Towards the end, however, the risks she took with her balance became more apparent and I

believed more in her commitment to the work’s physicality.

“Cline” followed, incorporating the rest of the company. I appreciated the solos that were performed without ego, allowing attention rather

than demanding it. Dancers inverted, spiraled, darted and leapt as a unit with quiet confidence. Amelia Morris, a graduate of the dance

department of UW-Milwaukee’s Peck School of the Arts, shone as she moved geometrically, creating circular lines with her needle-like legs

just as a compass would.

Next, “Chi”, a dance from 1991, was performed with remarkable agility. Dancer Janelle Bentley shared a beautiful relationship with gravity,

alternately working with and against it. Bentley was grounded, intensely focused, and brought razor-sharp precision to each move. This

piece offered the strongest kinetic experience of the entire program. We were invited to observe a primal performance, as if Bentley were

controlled by an outside force or by a deep-sleeping inner power she had recently discovered.

The fourth work, “Residues”, debuted in 2000. Dancers Liz Sexe and Rachel Krinsky displayed marvelous strength and I began to realize that

true of all the dancers in the company. Both women moved into and away from the floor with ease and buoyancy. Moments of counter-

tension, bridging against one another for support, created trust during the dance. This piece took risks with the duo leaping over each

other’s bodies and carrying each other across stage. Each time I hesitantly thought, “Will this work?” it did.

“In medias res” from 2015 was a solo performed by artistic director and choreographer Li Chiao-Ping. Recorded music and words, spoken by

Li, accompanied her as she partnered with a table. Li recited different ways to “be,” -- be calm, believe, belittle. The choreography

showcased Li’s acrobatic athleticism and, although much of her choreography slashed and cut through the air aggressively, her gentle hand

gestures were a light and pleasant contrast.

The final work of the night, “Fluid Measure”, brought the entire company on stage again. At first, the dancers demonstrated an apathetic,

non-emotive presence and I could not make a connection. As soon as I had that thought, however, an older generation of movers took the

stage. Non-professional community dancers from Milwaukee joined Li and company, and I began to think about how other cultures

celebrate and appreciate elders in a way that we don’t here in our country. It was wonderful to watch each community dancer move with

grace, confidently owning their moment on stage. I felt their pride and joy and I marveled at their poetic expressiveness as they offered the

audience a chance to witness a very real human experience.
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